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e/fe LlS erm £|],X’s D ec emi ve Detente 

Pnc t ... accomrnoria finer Cor* r« * rroni late 1960s the 


Eas German leader Erich Honecker s 
tnj. n> West Germany next month signifies 
r,:s COiin:r > s new status as the unlikely re- 
pository of Western hopes for renewme the 
dormant East-West dialogue. These hopes 
in- quashed. 

Tne scene was set when Mr. Honecker 
joined with West German Chancellor Hel- 
niu. tvoh; during ^uri Andropov's funeral 
to draft a Joint German statement under- 
lining their common belief in the "existen- 
ti.;l importance" of preventing nuclear 
w ar. This was followed by the Bonn gov- 
ernment's recent granting of a bank guar- 
antee to East Germany of $330 million in 
exchange for easing of travel restrictions 
This comes on top of a $370 million loan to 
East Germany last summer. 

Mr. Kohl has not acted alone. East Ger- 
man! has lately been inundated by non- 
German Western suitors in search of a dia- 
logue on how to reduce military and politi- 
cal tensions between the blocs. The list in- 
cludes the r.S. assistant secretarv of state 
for European affairs. Richard Burr 
r rench f oreign Minister Claude Chevsson- 
Canada s then prime minister. Pierre- Tru- 
deau. and Britain's Margaret Thatcher. 

T tit- Wests near-infatuation with East 
Germany stems from a more calculated 
belief that m time Mr. Honecker could be- 
come the West's silent Eastern partner in 
persuading Moscow to return to the bar- 
gaining table. 

A Mild Dissent 

That is tantalizing idea, and in light of 
recem events there are some signs that 
Mr Honecxer is prepared to take small 
nitiatives on his own to encourage a more 
conciliatory Soviet approach toward the 
West. For instance, the East German 
F !• ‘> erne: delivered a mild, but n: less 
unprecedented, dissent from Soviet pohev 
wnei, he cor.iessed he was less than "over- 
•' fl - . ir '- Ih< deployment of SS-20s on 
hr, terntery after the collapse of the Ge- 
jc>r:s. Likewise. East Ger- 
• Party daily. Neues 

. unrharactensticallv printed 
retort to a Czechoslovak 
,i:ra S"d. no doubt, by Mos- 
anous unnamed East-Bloc 

r . Hungary . Romania and East 
berman\'; bad strayed outside the accept- 

!x,!:,iciarie - of Soviet policy in their 
cit^ire to reach accommodation with the 
' { ^ 1 ■ BkiSi Germans are still dog^edlv 

Kn»'- a .^ r 'r, *°. r Mr ' Honecker 's visit to Mr. 

!’ Vt “ “ l( r ^*i' «•' incurring Soviet 

ai. S.'ieas tire. Moscow, it now apjiears. is a 
K ' u,,,, ervea at the idea of a separate East 

an apprwh toward the Wes: Grr 
class o :iem\." 

But support- these juicy morsels rive us 
reirsnn t o believe that Mr. Honecker now 
enjoys some marginal room for maneuver 
«>u„rd the West. The question remains: 


rit vo r i **<;•»; ; 

ir. o :: 
iH-utscbbiud 
*■ H ung-ia: 
charge- en - 

cou-tbat \ 
countries 1 i.< 


Does^ the West gain any advantages from 
accommodating East Germany? 

It is at least arguable that the domestic 

mTforo, r l 0f r sta . te need 1101 detract from 
Us foreign-policy initiatives. Nevertheless 

r hfr!i v anZa,1 ° n ° f East Ge ™an socSv 

ecker uL, r ?y nng Slgri that Mr. Hon- 
ecker wants to live m peace. East Ger- 
many, with a population of onlv 17 million 

^f 1 T aSt °h n< !! ng 12 under 

arms. To which must be added the most 

tangible symbols of East German political 
life, the Berlin Wall, constructed 23 years 
ago this week, and the deadly border still 

rtplM, Mb .uBnaoc aStSn2«S 

lomats talk about creating preconditions 
for peace,” whal kind of “peace" do they 
have in mind? And for whom’ Uey 

•JS5 eed i 0ne ,? f tte sinister ironies sur- 
S 1 "] East Germany's peace campaign 
tr the West is the simultaneous accelera- 
tion of domestic militarization. Since 197S 
paramilitary training has become manda- 

S “ ’ ^ espite the ^Position of 
East Germany s Roman Catholic and Prot- 
estant communities. The West German 
newspaper Die Welt reports that™ 

are being ' ’"stnicted in the 
use of hand grenades. Likewise the 19S’ 
if* 0 " ™ttaiy Service now makes die 
° f women between the ages of is 

emergeufey at0rJ ** eVent ° f a national 

More ominously. East German military 
doctrine candidly envisions the conduct of 
<. just nuclear war. "We do not accept 
the view held by progressive people in the 
peace movement that a just war is no 
longer possible in the atomic age,” de- 
Germany’s defense minister, 
Heinz Hoffmann, during the height of de- 
tente in 1975. A longtime analyst of Easi 
Germany . Joachim Nawrocki, who writes 
for the Hamburg weekly Die Zeit ex- 
£!L E Z' German “romtary doctrine 

inTL ho '„ SUCh a war can ^ waged, won 
dnd^ morally justified. 1 ‘ 

i be opposition to the growing tide of 
militarism isn't tolerated bv Mr Hon- 

n,.?f r aded State Secun! - V Service 
has ruthlessly moved against East Ger- 
many s intelligentsia, precipitating in turn 
e arges: exodus of “progressive” art- 
ists, writers and scientists from German 
soil since the Third Reich 

jndjust_how peaceful is East Germany 
ojUheimernatifinal front? No; very 


Re late 1960s the cou ntry has ho» r .. 

graining groundjfor teLrorisLgrouD^S 
CQLding to reliable 
purees, the nntnrim.c 

psf aggj j^glgl 

ttSS&SSX&XZ 

0^^^* Wated P discoveiyiof^n 
Ge ™ an spy m his coterie. The spy had 
used his carefully cultivated access to 

Easf?Femian rtant , security P a Pers to his 
fS rSt™ employers. Indulging the 
East Germans has unfortunately t^come a 
favonte pastime of the Wes* rZZL 

dent ‘ V h M t B 5 andt ma y have set the prece $ 
dent back then, at the time of th» snv 

discovery, when he strangely turned hL 

in”' "Sm r , h H °" fCker and Ws 

DemSaS; He Z P °Z m Chn stian 
iZ.Z - ' He acc used them of politiciz- 

* n y^ f ls t sae when they called for an over- 

«.« > L^ce' 0Ven ’ rn '"'' S 

Venal Diplomacy 

h in f in ,f lly ’ thOU?h Mr Honecker may see 
himself as a representative of European 

, P! yy still forces him to ac- 

U S n d fn a ? d respect ' 0,6 r0le Of the 

Lc't future ne £°tiations between 
East and West. As we approach the lS 
annnersary of official U.S.-East German 
relations, the Honecker regime’s public di- 
plomacy toward the U.S. has been venal 
arid thoroughly counterproductive. This 
record, it must be noted, has not discour- 
aged some American and West German 
analysts from promoting a "special rela- 
tionship between Washington and East 

wh h * Y u ri° A nri^ ‘ ^ Western Vernation 

rl‘L Andropov a few years ago the 

?r?h” S’a a man Set f haS recenl, - v ado Ptod 
enrn as a man of peace and m/vipr^ 

tmn. FortunafeJy, however, the U S has 

chosen to approach East Germane^ 

greater sense of realism than West Ger- 

In time, perhaps, Mr. Honecker nr*v 

Ojplomailc esse, for Sf ' 

' . h P resent - the West would be 
well advised to channel its energies inS, 
more plausible, and worthy. erdS^rs 

trrifrr , S > tarrClS " ° Washi ”P' ton-based 

unkr u ho co-wrote ■■politics in the Grr. 
man Democratic Republic " (Praeocr 
I9 ‘r t Hc ,rmrlrr! through East Gemfnnv 

in February of this pear. 
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